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sensual and tender, warned him that if there were any danger it
was for him and not for her*
When the meal was over, he mounted his horse to return to
Taravao. The girl followed, accompanied by her mother, a
man, and two young women whom she said were her aunts.
After they had travelled for about a kilometre Gauguin was
told to stop. He dismounted, and with the others he entered
a large, well-kept hut. The floor was strewn with fresh hay
on which neat mats had been spread, Tehura sat down beside
a young woman whom she introduced to Gauguin as her
mother. A glass of fresh water was passed round to be drunk.
Then the young woman asked him a few questions. She seemed
anxious.
"Are you a good man?"
Gauguin hesitated, but after examining his conscience,
answered, "Yes."
"Shall you make my daughter happy?"
"Yes."
"She must return in a week* If she is not happy she will leave
you then/'
A long silence followed. Then they all got to their feet and
the journey continued. Islanders who knew Tehura, spoke to
her as they passed, wishing her happiness and luck as the
valine of a European,
Gauguin asked Tehura how it was that she had two
mothers.
"Why did you lie?" he demanded, but Tehura's mother
answered for her.
"The other is her mother also, her nursing mother, the one
who brought her up/'
At Taravao, Gauguin gave the gendarme his horse. The
gendarme's wife, a Frenchwoman, who was devoid of finesse,
said to him:
"What? Bringing back a strumpet with you!" Her begrudging
eyes undressed the girl, who met this insulting examination
with complete indifference. Gauguin observed this meeting